Clinical Anesthesiology, Burnell R. Brown lr., Casey D. Blit!, Robert W. Vaughan. The C. V. Mosby Company; CIG Medishield, 11 Khartoum Road, North Ryde, N.S.W. 2113; $51.75; pp. 401 ; 240 x 170. This book is designed for 'medical students serving a clinical clerkship in anesthesiology', and is an attempt to provide an introductory overview of the subject. Material is arranged in a clincial chronological order, starting with pre-operative assessment, pharmacology of anaesthetic agents, induction, monitoring, fluids and recovery. Later chapters cover anaesthetic subspecialties, emergency anaesthesia, anaesthetic complications, intensive care, pain management and resuscitation. The volume ends with six case histories which illustrate the practical use of the theoretical points found in the book.
The intention of the authors is admirable and the overall format a refreshing practical approach to the subject. The major problem with an introductory work is not what to put in, but what to leave out. The temptation is to leave nothing out, and these authors indeed say something about everything. The average student may feel awash with facts and unsure of areas of major emphasis.
The literary style is inclined to the verbose: 'The neophyte to anesthesia wishes the comfortable dogmatism of being able to match an anaesthetic technique with each surgical procedure', and there are several typographical errors: 'Packed whole blood stored at 49 QC has several deficiencies'. I agree.
Overall this is a readable text offering a good commonsense approach to the subject. It is to be recommended to students even if it offers rather more information than they perhaps need to know. changes in the book. Hyperbaric techniques have been revised and intradural analgesia with 0.5070 plain bupivacaine is described.
This edition exceeds the 4th by 121 pages, the chapters on pharmacology and extradural block being the most expanded. All chapters have been skilfully updated, including the two classics: Anatomy, and Lumbar Puncture Technique. Each chapter is replete with a comprehensive list of references. One new chapter appears: a resume of narcotic analgesic drugs in the extradural and intradural spaces.
The inclusion of extradural analgesia in later editions has tended, in my view, to detract from the clarity of this unique monograph. The interspersing of intradural and extradural connotations throughout the book does seem to preclude an orderly collation of data relevant to each. While the two procedures do have basic features in common, the considerable differences in clinical practice probably warrant separate dissertations.
There is some contradiction when the two are compared, e.g. page 235: 'The height of (hyperbaric or plain 0.5% bupivacaine) block can be more readily controlled' than that of the extradural block; whereas on page 201: '... these are average (intradural) doses, but ... the extent of spread is variable and capricious in clinical practice'.
These comments aside, this book is still one of the leading texts on spinal analgesia and can be highly recommended. It is essential reading for Fellowship candidates.
E The title of the book is a misnomer, as fourteen of the seventeen chapters deal with problems relating to neonates or the aftermaths of neonatal intensive care. The content of chapters is variable, some representing major reviews of the topic while others are clearly rapid reproductions of the lectures delivered. The publication of this book so soon after the symposium is commendable although there is an obvious penalty in terms of typographical errors.
These criticisms aside, however, the book has merit. There are a number of outstanding chapters that make the book worth purchasing. In particular, the chapters on surfactant turnover, respiratory muscles fatigue and structural development of the pulmonary circulation and myocardium are invaluable. Foremost authorities on these subjects have not only produced excellent review articles but have presented the arguments in an original and stimulating manner. These chapters and others are a good source of key references.
The book is relevant only to those with special interests in critical care of the newborn. For these, however, at the price, it is a worthwhile addition to their library.
A. W. DUNCAN Royal Children's Hospital
Melbourne, Vic.
Nitrous Oxide/N 2 0, Editor: Edmond I. Eger II; Elsevier Science Publishing Co., 52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York IOOl7; $US37.50; pp. 369; 235x155. This is a comprehensive, up-to-date review of the most widely used anaesthetic agent. The book is very informative, but does not always provide enjoyable reading. I doubt that many people would use the text other than for reference to a particular area of interest.
All the chapters start with excellent summaries. These are written by a number of authors, and the topics are well researched and well referenced.
The editor, Edmond I. Eger 11, is one who believes that the disadvantages of nitrous oxide outweigh its advantages, and he presents his case for the abandonment of the use of the agent in chapter 20. This view is well balanced by contrary opinions by Lawrence J. Said man and William K. Hamilton in the following chapter. In the epilogue, Thomas F. Hornbein gives a good evaluation of the place of nitrous oxide today as most of us see it. I strongly recommend that every anaesthetist should read the last three chapters.
As the book has something to offer the anaesthetist in training, the trained anaesthetist as well as the anaesthetist with subspecialty interests, I would suggest it as a useful addition to every departmental library. $71.50; pp. 467; 275 x 195 . A text of this size is a daunting project for a single author, but Carol Lake from Virginia has generally fulfilled the stated aim of producing a manual of anaesthesia for cardiac patients undergoing cardiac or non-cardiac surgery.
The earlier part of the book deals with basic cardiovascular anatomy and physiology, followed by an excellent and up-to-date discussion on preoperative evaluation and intraoperative monitoring. There are specific chapters devoted to the intraoperative and postoperative management of patients undergoing various forms of cardiac surgery and excellent introductions to the use of the intraaortic balloon pump and the concept of myocardial preservation during open-heart surgery.
The book is not perfect, the section on anatomy needs a simple diagram for clarification, the important concept of ventricular compliance is barely mentioned, while the outdated rate pressure product is still given prominence; these are surprising in such a recent publication. Despite multiple references to help objectivity, the author's final recommendations on controversial topics are still highly subjective although probably mostly in line with current practice in Australia.
Overall, however, this is an excellent book, very easy to read and supported by an excellent array of references at the end of each chapter. With the widespread incidence of coronary artery disease in the community, I would recommend the earlier chapters to all anaesthetists; the later chapters are aimed more at those interested in the subspecialty of cardiac anaesthesia. This book contains 14 chapters, the first thirteen of which were written several months before the meeting and each chapter was then read by two or three separate individuals who wrote commentaries on the chapter. The two-day meeting consisted of a brief introduction by each author followed by a general discussion.
The quality of presentation in this book and the breadth of opinion expressed gives an excellent outline of the subject in general. It deals with many of the problems involved in quality assurance programs and those in anaesthetic practice in particular as well as advantages.
